
          THE GLOUCESTERSHIRE  

    RAMBLER

                                      Issue no. 9

This is my last issue as Area Chairman as I stand down at the AGM having completed my three 
years of office.   The three years seem to have flown by as I gradually worked out what Area was all
about and how I saw it developing. Briefly I wanted to get away from the concept of Area as a 
controlling body and promote it as being there for the benefit of groups and run by groups. I think it
is true to say that all groups in our Area are fiercely independent and are run to their own strengths 
and weaknesses. But I think that there is a danger in them trying to operate in splendid isolation and
there is a need to meet occasionally to exchange ideas and views and perhaps learn a bit more about
what our organisation is all about. If you get the chance please come along to Area Council to see 
what is going on. All groups are entitled to send two representatives to meetings and appointed 
members often are unable to attend every time.

Richard Davis, Area Chairman
Tel: 01453 762373    Email: richard@riana.plus.com

Area Council
A meeting of Area Council was held on the 23rd September with some wide ranging discussion. I 
reported on a meeting which Ray Chaney and myself together with five other Area Chairs had with 
Benedict Southworth and Jonathan Kipling as part of a series of meetings which they are having 
with Area Chairmen around the country to seek views and opinions on the organisation. We will not
know the results of their discussions until the final meeting has been held, probably sometime in the
new year.

The Council discussed the developments regarding PROW mentioned below and received a report 
on Cirencester's 40th anniversary kissing gate. The Treasurer reported a small deficit for the year and
a report was received on the successful conclusion of the long running problem with the railway 
crossing in Gloucester.

The Countryside Secretary confirmed that this would be her last Council meeting as she was 
retiring at the AGM. She reported on an increased interest from CO in Countryside matters with 
possible changes at Area level. She also reported on a CPRE Executive Committee meeting which 
she had recently attended at which concerns were raised on the governments requirement for 
additional housing.

 PROW
A paper has been received outlining the results of a meeting between members of PROW at GCC 
and the Cotswold Conservation Board. The paper goes some way towards allaying our concerns 
regarding the outsourcing of PROW work. The current PROW team would be transferred to the 
contractor, providing continuity of contacts, while the contractor would not benefit financially from 
work done by volunteers. In addition the contractor would be incentivised to encourage 
volunteering. GCC would still have statutory duties for the maintenance of footpaths. A further 
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meeting is to be held in December

Meanwhile Ramblers have issued a report based on a further request made to local authorities under
the freedom of information act. It revealed that more than 100,000 reported problems went unfixed 
and more than 30% of councils in England had cut their path budgets this year. Benedict 
Southworth stated that “blocked and overgrown paths put people off getting outside at a time when 
we ought to be making it easier, not harder, for everyone to get more active. Keeping paths clear is a
small cost compared to the huge benefits they can bring to the economy, tourism and the nation's 
health”. He went on to call on councils to work with us to help get paths back on track.

Walking for Health
A paper has been received from Central Office outlining their proposals for the Walking for Health 
programme. Last year Ramblers took over as the national host of health walks schemes, in 
partnership with Macmillan Cancer Support. It is now intended to make some changes to the basis 
of these schemes which will create new opportunities to welcome former health walkers into the 
Ramblers. It is proposed that workshops should be held for Groups interested in working with their 
local walks scheme and members are in any case to be encouraged to make informal contact with 
them. More announcements are expected in January.

Cotswold Way National Trail
With funding for the care and maintenance of the National Trails being drastically reduced 
consideration is being given to the formation of a Cotswold Way Association to keep an eye on the 
Trail from a walkers point of view. Other National Trails already have such bodies in place as do 
some National Parks. Area Council has agreed that we should, if possible, be involved and Mavis 
Rear is in touch with the parties currently dealing with the organisation of this new voluntary body.

Volunteer Development
Ramblers are running a series of Volunteer Development Workshops  across the country between 
November 2013 and July 2014 offering the chance for volunteers to develop skills and knowledge 
used as a Ramblers volunteer. Subjects covered will include Ramblers Routes, leading walks, a 
beginners guide to rights of way law and an Area Chairs forum.

Transport in rural communities
After hearing the views of members following  concerns raised by Ramblers about the lack of 
adequate public transport in rural communities it was decided to submit a response to the Transport 
Committee. The response argued that good public transport – frequent, reliable, efficient, cheap and 
imaginative – would not only benefit people who live in the country, but also people visiting from 
towns and cities. It went on to say that good public transport would encourage more people to reap 
the health benefits of country walking, improving their own health and wellbeing, reducing the 
nations health bill, getting cars off the roads and boosting the rural economy.

Anti-social behaviour bill: paths at risk
The Anti-social Behaviour Crime and Policing Bill will give local authorities  new powers to close 
paths to tackle crime and anti-social behaviour. Ramblers have serious concerns that these new laws
won't offer local communities the chance to have their objections to path closures heard by an 
independent inspector, meaning paths in everyday use could be closed. Although amendments 
which we suggested to the bill were not taken up by the Government we continue to discuss the 
matter with them.
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Festival of Winter Walks
The Festival of Winter Walks takes place from the 21st December 2013 to the 5th January 2014 and 
all walks between these dates are are considered part of the Festival. Groups are encouraged to 
include a few additional short walks on their programmes to attract new walkers. This is Ramblers 
most long standing and successful event.

Our Get Walking Week runs from the 3rd to the 10th May and further details will be available nearer 
the date.

First Active Travel Bill
The National Assembly for Wales voted to bring into law the first Active Travel Bill. The main aim 
of the Act is to make walking and cycling both easier and safer in Wales.

First ever path maintenance holiday
Walkers joined in Ramblers first ever path maintenance holiday in October. They opened up half a 
mile of footpath at Wendron near Helston in Cornwall to the delight of local residents. This major 
success was organised by Cornwall Ramblers with the help of HF Holidays.

Waterways email group
You may have heard of our involvement with the Canal and River Trust to promote our interest in 
canal towpaths and other waterways issues. If you are interested in these matters there is a new way 
to keep up to date with our work in this area. An email group of interested individuals has been 
formed to receive details of meetings, discuss current issues or exchange relevant information about
our work to improve access to waterways. Please contact Kate Conto, senior policy officer at 
Ramblers Central Office, for more information.

English Coast Path
The Government has reaffirmed its commitment to a continuous path around England's coast 
following Ramblers' One Coast for All campaign. Ramblers spoke out about the importance of the 
Coast Path on Newsight in August and produced a report making 'The Case for the Coast' which 
was delivered to MPs in Westminster from an ice cream van. Supporters have also been 
instrumental in the Government's u-turn, writing to their MPs in support of the path, signing 
Rambler's One Coast for All Petition and making the case for an English Coast Path in local press. 
On the 10th October Dan Rogerson, the Environmental Minister, confirmed that they would be 
implementing coastal access step by step, adding that the key issue is pushing forward with the 
project. Proposals for a new stretch on the Somerset Coast were revealed on the 17th October 
followed closely by a stretch in Kent on the 28th October.

And finally the Area AGM
The Area AGM is due to take place on the 7th December and hopefully you will receive this news 
letter before then. There has been a change of speaker and we will now be welcoming Maria 
Castellina, Media Manager from Ramblers Central Office. Please make every effort to attend not 
only to show your appreciation to Maria for coming all this way but also to show your support to 
our Area Officers who have done such a great job over the last year. We will be looking to fill a 
number of vacancies on Area Council including Membership Secretary and Countryside Secretary. 
Being on Area Council can be a rewarding experience and gives you chance to exchange views and 
opinions with members from other groups.
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